Back

to the future

Sin City comes to Texas with
the Ancient Babylon Tour

By Arnold Wayne Jones

f only the real Pitisburgh were as gay
as it seems on Queer as Folk. The
television Liberty Avenue bustles
with hot guys and constant excite-
ment, much of it centering around
Babylon, the impossibly high-energy
disco that's wall-to-wall hunks and
booming house music.

The real Club Babylon might not exist in
Pennsylvama, but for a few nighis, it will
exist in Texas. For the third year, the Babylon
Tour makes 1ts way south. And as in the past,
they are changing things up.

“The first year we decided to do a tour, it
was billed as the Queer as Folk Tour and was
tied into the soundtrack,” according to Adam
Gill, president of Embrace Productions, the
company that produces the event. “But then
we decided to theme it after the Babylon
experience and we took actual pieces from
the set on the show.”

For 2004, the tour looked forward 1o
Future Babylon for a futunstic style. But for
2005 1t looks back to the ongin of decadence
— Ancieni Babylon's namesake “was the
onginal Sin City where the boys would have
their fun,” says Gill,

This year, both Houston and Dallas will
be wreated to the event, with South Beach and
Station 4 hosting the event. The traveling cir-
cuit party features some dazzling elements —
elaborate décor, top talent behind the tumta-
bles (DJ Abel spinning in Houston; Roland
Belmares in Dallas) and the performance of
REM. In addition, stars from the show will
make guest appearances, including Robert
Gant, Hal Sparks and Scott Lowell.

“We try to pick the DJs that we feel fit the
mission statement of Queer as Folk, * says
Gill. “Abel just put out the new (Queer as
Folk CD, and we think Roland is the new
superstar — he’s been around in Texas forev-

er, but we think he’s coming into the league
af the Manny Lehmans and the Abels.”

REKM., a performance and design group
out of Miami, not only put on a show but cre-
ate the look and feel for Ancient Babylon,
which Gill says appeals to a panorama of
interests, much the way the Queer as Folk
TV show does.

“We offer an environment where we let
the patrons create their own experience,” Gill
says. “We cater (o everyone's needs: over-
the-top decadence, stunning visuals, ancient
garden, gladiators — the whole nine yards.™



